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LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER 
Ishk Tolaram Foundation was established in commemoration of my 

parents at the end of 2016 and became operational in February 2017. 

It was therefore rightly named “IshK” (Ishwaribai and Khanchand 

Tolaram) after them. "Ishq" in the Sindhi language also means Love. 

The Foundation was conceptualized keeping in mind the communities 

that we are a part of and the desire to be more strategic in our 

philanthropy. The spirit of giving back has been deeply ingrained since 

our forefathers and we are fully aware of the social responsibility we 

have to the world around us as we evolve and grow. 

Ishk Tolaram Foundation is a beneficiary of 25% of the dividends of 

the Tolaram Family Trust and Family Office. In addition, it also draws 

income from the investment returns of our own endowment.  100% of 

our resources are committed  to philanthropic purposes. 

Our mission is to develop programs that enable self-sufficiency and 

independence in vulnerable communities in Indonesia, Nigeria and 

Singapore, geographies that have played a significant role in our 

journey so far. To achieve this, we focus on education, entrepreneurial 

and vocational training, and healthcare. 

We will continue to seek effective ways to expand our programs and 

to keep our guiding values of humility, compassion and 

responsibility at the core of everything that we do.   

Mohan K. Vaswani
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Our vision is for all individuals to be empowered to 

contribute beyond themselves for the benefit of all. 

 

V I S I O N

ABOUT US

M I S S I O N

V A L U E S

Ishk Tolaram Foundation develops programs that enable 

self-sufficiency and independence in vulnerable 

communities, with a focus on education, entrepreneurial and 

vocational training, and healthcare; 

and advocates social awareness and responsible giving in 

our partners, business and family.

Humility, Compassion, Responsibility.
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Nigeria 

Indonesia

Singapore

INDONESIA
The culturally vibrant nation of Indonesia was the first home of the 

Tolaram family following their departure from Sindh during the political 

turbulence of the 1940s. The family business Tolaram Group was 

founded in Malang, Indonesia in 1948 and continues to operate in the 

country today.

NIGERIA
Tolaram Group first entered this spirited and resilient country in 

1976, in search of new opportunities. Today, a majority of the 

business continues to operate out of Nigeria, leading many 

members of both the family and business to call the nation home.

SINGAPORE
The bustling island city of Singapore has played a key role in Tolaram 

Group's journey since the 1970s when the business established its 

corporate headquarters in the country.
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OUR APPROACH

2

Understand the issues facing communities on the 

ground and identify the gaps we are best suited to 

address 
1

Conduct thorough research and collect data to 

support our decision-making and implementation 

plans 

Leverage the power of co-creation and 

partnerships  and engage relevant stakeholders to 

achieve shared goals 
3

4
Monitor and evaluate the impact of our programs and 

grants through continual engagement and feedback 
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2017

L E A R N I N G

This year was formational for us as we worked to get things 

off the ground philosophically and administratively. 

It was a year of 

We went on numerous site visits, attended educational 

conferences globally, and sought expert consultation and 

advice to put together our structure and strategy

We worked hard to understand the community needs on 

the ground prior to launching new projects by employing a 

data-driven, evidence-based and best-practice approach

R E S E A R C H

B U I L D I N G

We developed our long-term plan and began to grow a team 

to carry the vision through
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INDONESIAINDONESIA



A community-based program focused on supporting quality 

early childhood education in East Java. The initiative aims to 

address early inequality gaps, allowing children to develop to 

their fullest potential and be equipped for further schooling. 

ISHK PEDULI ANAK INDONESIA

Brain plasticity is particularly 

high in the early childhood stage, 

a crucial period for cognitive and 

psychosocial development.  

Investments in this period can 

have long-term impacts on a 

child.  

(Gertler et al., 2014) (Heckman, 2006)

International research indicates that the most 

successful ECED programmes have the following 

features: they start at birth, they involve the children’s 

families and they are targeted at the poorest children. 

Interventions shown to have the largest and most long- 

lasting impact also include health, nutrition and 

parenting services on top of education.

(Hail and Hasan, 2016)

Improving teacher quality was identified as an area of 

opportunity to strengthen Indonesia's education system.  

[The study found that] 0% of post-certification teachers 

were rated as pedagogically competent or very competent 

in Indonesia and additionally, 8% of teachers rated their 

principles as competent at leadership. 

(Catalysing Productive Livelihoods : Education Giving Guide Indonesia, Asia Philanthropy Circle, 2017)

Studies show that under- 

stimulating environments that 

do not develop these cognitive 

and non-cognitive skills lead to 

inequalities in the early ages and 

place children at a disadvantage. 

A child who falls behind in [these 

years] may never fully bridge the 

gaps and catch up.  
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Modules covered:

Key concepts of early childhood education

Child development 

Teaching children with special needs 

Health and nutrition

Lesson planning

Ethics and character

Peer teaching

Assessing children positively

Ways children learn

Communicating with parents

 In courses run by SINAU Teacher 

Development Center, teachers 

undergo rigorous training sessions. 

Following the training, teachers are 

required to complete a further 200 hours of 

capstone projects- engaging parents, other 

teachers and the wider community- before 

they attain full certification under the 

Ministry of Education and Culture.

As a first step, Ishk Peduli Anak Indonesia is working on 

building the capacity of early childhood teachers and school 

leaders, who will then go on to create an impact on the 

ecosystem around the child.
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NIGERIANIGERIA



ISHK  LIMB  CENTRE

MEASUREMENT OF STUMP FABRICATION OF PROSTHETIC LIMB

Ishk Limb Centre provides free, custom-made 

prosthetic limbs to amputees across Nigeria. 

Presently, there are two clinics located in Lagos 

and Port Harcourt, but the majority of recipients are 

reached through mobile camps that are conducted 

across different states over the year. Since 2009, 

the team at the Centre has fitted more than 

12,000 limbs, including above and below knee 

prostheses, arm prostheses and polio callipers. 

1 2
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3 FITTING OF  PROSTHETIC LIMB

4 GAIT TRAINING

In 2017, Ishk Limb Centre 

impacted 10,719 lives. 

The establishment of  Ishk Limb Centre preceded Ishk Tolaram Foundation, beginning operations in 

2009 as part of the philanthropic activities of Tolaram Group. In 2017, the Centre was adopted by 

the Foundation.  
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GRANTS
Our grant-making is mission-driven within our geographies.  

Our team invites grants on a rolling basis, usually for a cycle 

of  3-5 years.  Each grant application undergoes a due 

diligence process before it is approved. 

HELP THE CHILDREN

THE LEARNING FARM

The Learning Farm is an initiative 

that enables Indonesian youths from 

disadvantaged backgrounds by teaching 

them the principles of organic farming. 

The program focuses on both technical 

skills as well  as the personal 

development of these students through 

residential programs on their farm in 

Cianjur, West Java.

Help the Children is an annual program 

run by Rotary Club to alleviate education 

barriers facing children from low-income 

families in Malang, East Java. The 

program aims to provide assistance 

with students' basic necessities for 

education and to support them as well 

as their parents and teachers in 

overcoming these barriers. 
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Examples of grants include:



OUR TEAM
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